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Introduction:

Walking as a friend with God

Jesus calls us His friends (John 15:14). The first step in a friendship is to agree that if your Friend has a better
idea then you will at least consider it. (John 15:15).

Life is filled with situations which seem like impossible puzzles to solve. How can we survive unless we walk
with Him? Walking with a Friend consists of exchanging ideas, asking questions, agreeing and disagreeing on
things and talking them out.

He is saying, “Are you ready to stop being a fixer who “fixes” everything in your own strength? If | let
you go on like this you will think that you can solve the problems of the world without Me. Just let Me
know when you are done so that | can begin to work.” So we see that there is a death involved.

Facing the world with your Friend

There are “possible” situations which are no-brainers and there are “impossible” situations. The Bible speaks
of many *“possible” situations such as James 1:27. For those issues, you already know what to do. At the moment
we are talking about situations where you don’t know what to do.

The notes offered here were collected over the years during some situations which were “impossible” to live
through. At some risk of being misunderstood we are sharing these things because someone who is reading this
is at the end of their rope. They’ve tried everything and nothing seems to be working. Others have suspected
that there must be more to being a Christian than what they are experiencing.

Check your Bible, our God specializes in arranging the impossible in order to show Himself strong in us.

Without Me you can do nothing.
John 15:5

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Col. 3:3

We would like to share with you a proven game plan which will help you survive your next “impaossible” situation.
You may find yourself looking like an idiot and your friends may tell you to at least DO something. You might
find that you have missed a few meals but you will survive if you want to. These situations seem to reinforce
the fact that God is not concerned with how embarassed we are or how our standing in the eyes of others is
suffering.

If you are ready, you will join other friends of His who made the decision to “do nothing” but rather, to wait
on God to take action. They chose to purposely allow things to come to a head without doing anything but
trusting. Are you ready to get back on the operating table or are you going to tell the doctor how to operate?

Are you ready? What have you got to lose by doing things God’s way?
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He who has friends must show himself friendly...

What could be more natural? The next time a crisis comes, you just hide somewhere with your best Friend. Just
tell Him that you can’t handle what’s going on and then ask Him what He thinks about it. You will then be
spending time thinking about things that He thinks about.

He speaks to us through his Word so you might as well get a pencil handy. Don't stop reading and taking notes
until you get something. You may ask, “So what if I've learned some new things in the Bible? How is that helping
my current situation?” All we can do is agree with Scripture...

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6:11

Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoever state | am,
therewith to be content.
Phil. 4:6

Which do you prefer? Sucking your thumb about your problem or spending time with the wisest, most wonderful
Friend in the universe? As you bury yourself in Scripture you will come to the conclusion that He would have
to be a liar if He didn’t do something about your trouble. We know that He is not a liar so we are in good Hands.

Friends for life

This is not fatalism! In fact, most of us are so fascinated by the world that often we won’t spend quality time
with the Lord unless we are forced to do so!

If you use the following pages to bury yourself in Scripture you will find that the storm blows over your head
and is unable to touch you. You are living above it, flying on eagle’s wings. In fact, the storm just makes you
fly higher!

Wait a minute! This all sounds good but has anybody ever tried this before? Take a look at David in Psa. 54, or
Jesus in Matthew 4. Don’t forget Elijah, Paul, Moses and others who received a new understanding of God after
they came out of the wilderness. You may not have all the answers when you come back out of your closet but
you will have a quiet confidence in facing whatever is going on because you know your Friend is walking through
it with you.

He will silently show His love for you.
Zeph.3:17

As you get to know each other better, a crazy situation will come up and He will whisper to you, “Remember
the last time we faced this?” It will be like friends who can signal to each other across a room without speaking.
When all is said and done you will have proven to yourself that things work better when God is running the
show and that you aren’t in charge anymore.

| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. Luke 15:7
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How to Saturate Yourself in Scripture

Are you reading the Bible and not getting much out of it?
Are you tired of complicated study materials written for intellectuals?

Are you looking for answers to difficult passages?

All of the above? No problem -let’s get started!

A well-rounded approach to Scripture grows in an honest reader’s mind as his understanding of the Word grows.
We need to use the Bible as a way of hearing the Lord speak to us rather than to proof-text our favorite doctrines.
This doesn’t mean that the reader shouldn’t have denominational distinctives. The problem comes when we
don’t think the Bible has anything else to say to us.

1 Cor. 2:14 reveals that Scripture is validated by your spirit. You may have a gifted mind which can research the
original meaning but if the result fails to touch your spirit then you have not heard from God (2 Cor. 3:6). When
you were saved, God personally convinced you that His Word was true. Is it possible He has more truth to teach
you? Will He only teach it to those who read Hebrew and Greek?

We have based our studies on comparisons of the Bible text to specific categories of knowledge and wisdom.
Learning to “compare spiritual things with spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:13) is the process of learning to compare one thing
with another in order to discover if it has any spiritual application.

Hebrews 5:13 chides us for not being skillful in the Word. It says that understanding doctrine is just the beginning.
We need to make a commitment to become intimately familiar with each book of the Bible. This is a different
concept from a “read through the Bible in a year” calendar. There are great rewards waiting for anyone who will
go through one book of the Bible, word by word (even if it takes months) until they have mastered that book.

Luther was mocked one day for not being a great scholar of the original languages.

He answered this scorn by saying that there was truth in what his accuser said but that there was not
one tree in the entire Bible which he had not shaken to see what would fall from the branches.

It really is a question of whether or not we believe that it is worthwhile to know this Book on such an intimate
basis. We pray that the Lord will confirm those things you are about to discover in the mouth of two or three
witnesses (passages).
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How to Saturate Yourself in Scripture

@ Stop: Discover key words!

Read a chapter as if you had just received a love letter from the Person you love the most. The best way we
have found to open up a chapter is by paying close attention to each word.

Underline Repeated Words

The key to understanding a passage is often found by discovering the words, phrases or themes which
are repeated. When the Holy Spirit wants to give you a strong “heads up” He usually adds two or three
witnesses to His words. Here is an example from Isaiah 4 which reveals that the context for this chapter
is a particular day in the future.

12. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat off from the channel
of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye
children of Israel.

13. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and
they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts
in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

Look for Opposites

Deeper insight into what is being said can be found by making a note of contrasts (or opposites). Drawing a line
between contrasting concepts makes the purpose of the chapter stand out vividly.

Here is an example from Proverbs 1 which shows the Spirit of Wisdom ignoring the call of fools who ignored
His calling.

. Because | have called, and ye refused; | have stretched out my
hand, and no man‘rregarded;

25. But ye have set at hought all my counsel, and would none of my
reproof:

26. | also will laugh af your calamity; | will mock when your fear
cometh;

27. When your fear cpmeth as desolation, and your destruction
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon
you.

28. Then shall they call upon me, but | will not answer; they shall
seek me early, but they shall not find me:
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Highlight the Names of God

The specific name used for God in a passage is often a clue to what the Holy Spirit is trying
to emphasize. For example, in Genesis 22 we see that the name used for God is the key to
understanding the point of the whole chapter.

14. And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: [the Lord
will provide] as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it
shall be seen.

If any man teach otherwise,
and consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to
godliness;

1 Timothy 6:3

\/\/’\

Highlight God’s Spoken Words

Since Jesus is called the Word of God it is helpful to highlight every passage where God is
speaking. This project will surprise you when you go through the Old Testament. If you have
a Bible which has the Words of Jesus in red you have a head start.

Immediately, some will point out that ALL the words in the Bible are the Word of God. This
line of thinking is used to warn us not to become imbalanced by looking at one Scripture as
more important than another.

All Scripture is inspired and must be balanced with other Scriptures. All we saying here is that
it is helpful to remind ourselves when God is speaking so that we can differentiate between
men’s thoughts and God’s thoughts.

For example, who are the speakers in this passage from Ezekiel 18?

19. Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?
When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all
my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.
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You may find alternate translations for difficult words in the margin of your Bible. Serious students will want to
look up key words in a Strong’s Concordance or lexicon.

Discover the meanings of words

Don't forget to take note of any cognates (words which come from other words). Cognates are an interesting way
of bringing a passage to life.

For instance, a quick look-up of the word “offence” reveals that the word used in 1 Peter 2:18 is “skandalos” which
is where we get our word for “scandal.

And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence [scandal], even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

1 Peter 2:8

Q Look - Use the Bible to explain the Bible

It is often said that the Bible is the best commentary on the Bible! One of the best ways to get insight into a passage
is to ask yourself, “Has anything like this happened somewhere else in the Scriptures? Are there any sister, or
parallel passages which refer to this passage?”

Example: If you were studying the Prodigal Son you might ask, “What other Bible character left home on bad
terms with his father and came home with his tail between his legs?”

Babies and geniuses learn by comparing one thing to another. Graduate students are given the Miller Analogies
Test to measure their ability to match something they have learned with something they may be unfamiliar with.

Sometimes you will need to go bed thinking on this and may find it coming back to your thoughts all day long.
If you persevere (Prov. 2:1-5) the answer will come. This is one of the most rewarding experiences you can have
in your Bible study.

2 Peter 1:20 tells us that no Scripture is of its own interpretation. Peter was telling us that if we see some meaning
in a passage then we should confirm that truth with the witness of other Scriptures.

H% Listen - Apply what you are reading to your own life

Ask God, “What does this passage have to do with me?” The devil has permission to attack you if you have given
him any secret ground to stand on in your life. Admit it if there is any territory you have given to the devil and
let it be known that you are taking that ground back. This re-opens the communication between you and God.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:8

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was.

James 1:23-24
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Guided Tour
Underline
Repeated Words

Often the Holy Spirit uses
two or three witnesses to
confirm His words.

James

Chapter Two

Drawing lines between
contrasting concepts or phrases
makes the purpose of the

1. My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord chapter stand out vividly.

of glory, with respect of persons. Acts 10:34

2. For if there come unto your assembly [synagogue] a man with
a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor
man in vile raiment; Luke 15:2, 16:19-21

3. And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay [brilli
clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good pl
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my/ootstool:
Luke 11:43, 14:7-11

4. Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are begbme judges
of evil thoughts?

5. Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God/chosen the poor
of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he
hath promisedtto them that Iovefhim?

6. But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you,
and draw you before the judgment seats?

7. Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are
called? Mat. 25:45

8. If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: Lev. 19:18, Mat. 19:19,

22:40, Gal. 5:14
LOOK! for Sister Passages Q

LISTEN! '
and % Ask yourself, “Has anything like this
Apply Truth & Yustate oo

been illustrated somewhere else in the
: P

If you don’t apply what you are Scriptures? Highlight Old Testament
reading and act on it, you are just

quotes.
reading words. Ask questions: “Do
| treat people equally?”

Focus on Wisdom

Look for Doctrine, History, Science, Laws,
Biographies, Promises, Blessings, Prayers,
Prophecies, and meanings of words.

Warfare Prayer

Put on God’s Armor as you pray. Pray specifically
against Satan’s work in your life. Take back any
ground you have given to him. Invite God to
reveal anything else you need to know about
this passage.

Fall asleep at night asking Him to show you how
this chapter fits into the rest of Scripture.
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Some Thoughts on Prayer

Can we have a heart-to-heart talk?

= Do situations sometimes get out of control and there seems to be no solution and no peace?
= Do you sometimes feel like, “If this is the Christian life then something is wrong”

= Does it seem almost impossible to keep your mind from wandering when you pray?

= Do you ever say to yourself, “God knows what | want -so why pray?”

= Do you forget that you promised someone you would pray for them?

< Do you do all the talking when you pray?

Relating all of the above to the Scriptures you've been taking notes on will change your outlook on these things.
If prayer is not a priority - then what is? The ONLY reason this could be is because you are not convinced of the
power of prayer. Onc eyou begin to keep a record of answers to prayer you will have something to refer to the
next time you are tempted to think it’s all a waste of time.

God encourages you to reason (logically think through the issues) with Him if you have a problem. Isa. 1:18

Could it be that God is leaving clues for you in His Word and you are overlooking them? If this isn’t the case then
is the Bible just a book of historical information for you?

Prayer is: é !
 Eye contact with Jesus. \

e God speaking reminders of Scripture into our spirit.
= Standing between God and man even if you are be the only person doing so.
= Repeating God’s thoughts back to Him.

A note for all of us “Prayer Wimps”

There are no “experts” in the world of prayer. There has never been a Christian in history who was satisfied with
their prayer life.

The simple fact is that there is no way to learn to pray other than by doing it. God will take you from there. All
we can do here is make some suggestions which may guide you as you make another new start.



Don't know how or what to pray?

ﬂ(ewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as vh
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
Rom. 8:26-27

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you.
John 15:7

And David inquired of the LORD, saying, shall | go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them
into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, Go up: for | will doubtless deliver the Philistines

into thine hand.
K 2 Sam. 5:&
Unanswered Prayer? @

mregard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

~

Psa. 66:18

And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.
And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though | fear not God, nor
regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, | will avenge her, lest by her continual coming
she weary me.

And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect,
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? | tell you that he will avenge
them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

Luke 18:4-8

Qask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
James y

Got enemies?

But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you,

When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.

Matthew. 5:44

Proverbs 16:7




Personal Prayer Life Evaluaton

My Weaknesses / Generational Tendencies

My Strengths (gifts) Rom. 12:6-15

How happy are you with your prayer life?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How often were you consistent in Bible and prayer during the last seven days?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
How you rate your response to recent prayer requests which you have been made aware of?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How many answers to prayer can you recall in the last year?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

How many personal insights into Scripture have you discovered in the last year?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Do you have a prayer burden?

When is the last time you witnessed to somebody about your faith?



Personal Prayer Worksheet

Praise & Thanks

My Goals

My Warfare

Eph. 6:11-18 - Helmet, Sword, Shield, Breastplate, Belt, Shoes, All-Prayer
2 Cor. 10:5, Eph. 4:27 - Territory which needs to be retaken?
Mark 3:27 - That the Destroyer will be bound and sent where Jesus tells him to go!

Luke 15:7, 23:34, James 5:15 - Forgiveness for “missing the mark?”

My Requests

My Obstacles / Adversaries

Has anything like this ever happened in the Bible? Which Bible character faced the same obstacle?
Ask the Lord to remind you of any Scriptures which apply to this situation.

What can be done about this? Is God speaking to me about investing time in someone else’s life? Quiet time
ideas?

Answers - Yes, No, Wait
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Survival Projects

Create a 3x5 card containing the names of those you are praying for. You might like to arrange them in categories:

Missionaries
Church
Relatives
Enemies
Friends
Co-workers
Government leaders

Keep this card in a handy place and pray every day over these names. Being consistent is the Key.

Friends

A. Jones - son in Iraq

B. Smith - cancer

J. Doe - divorce

Rochunga - protection, funds

Create a stack of Scripture cards to counteract attacks on your mind.

For ye are dead, and your life
IS hid with Christ in God.

Colossians 3:3
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Using the Sword of the Spirit

Every thought comes from one of three places: the Lord, seducing spirits (1 Tim. 4:1) or your own mind.
If it is not found in Philippians 4:8 then it’s not from God.

If it is also persistent and increasingly impossible to get rid of then it’s not your thought.

Here are important things to know:

1. The devil cannot read your mind. This is why we see many Scriptures showing that we must speak our
confession with our mouth. Rev. 12:11 shows us the power we have asccess to.

2. The real you doesn’t want to live in filthy thoughts and disobedience to God.

3. If you resist the devil he will flee (James 4:7). If you don’t resist him he will gain a foothold in your life to
blackmail you with (Eph. 4:27).

Whenever an attack on your mind occurs it can be defeated with Scripture, just as Jesus did in Matthew 4:4 .

Here’s a list of passages to use against seducing spirit thoughts:

Accusations - Rom. 8:1-2, Isa. 54:17, Rom. 8:38-39
Failure - Psa. 16:3, Jer. 29:11, Prov. 28:13, 1 John 1:9
Fear - Prov. 3:25, Prov. 23:4, 2 Kings 6:16

Worry - Matt. 6:33, 1 Pet. 5:7, John 15:5

Anger - Eph. 4:26, Jam. 1:20, Psa. 66:18

Your Past - Psa. 103:12, Jer. 29:11

Money - Phil. 4:6, 11, 19

Sickness- Jam. 5:14-15, Mark 16:18, Isa. 58:8
Guidance - Col. 3:2-3, Isa. 58:11-14

Ministry - Isa. 58:10, 1 Pet. 3:15, Col. 4:6, Prov. 24:11-12, Jam. 1:27
Temptation - Rom. 13:14, Rom. 6:1-4, 1 Cor. 10:13
Discernment - John 3:6, 1 Cor. 2:11




