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Welcome to the Wilderness!

Allow us to introduce ourselves as your fellow-travelers. We are the Gallagher family.
God has called us into the Wilderness where we have no real alternative but to make His
Word a priority.

We want to share some of the secrets of consistent Bible study which the Lord has used
in our walk with Him. We certainly have no right to speak from a position of strength,
our strength is only in the Lord. Nor do we have any desire to impress you with our
limited knowledge of the Bible.

All we can really do is to place some tools in your hands as you travel further into the
Wilderness armed with nothing else but your Bible.

The purpose of this guide is to help the reader relate the Bible to real life. It is impossible
to communicate to others that which you havenÕt experienced yourself. The classic
example is the Scopes trial where William Jennings Bryan was publicly humiliated in
court as he tried to defend a Bible he hadn't read. Each one of us is on trial every day:

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men.
2 Corinthians 3:2

God is calling us all into the Wilderness where Paul, Moses, Elijah, David, Daniel, John
the Baptist and Jesus spent much time. Come into the Wilderness with your Bible and
listen while the Lord reveals His Word to you. Some will say, "But isn't it enough to know
that we are saved? Why do we need to dig so deeply into the Bible?"

Answer: But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hebrews 5:14

God doesn't use anyone greatly until He has tried them in the Wilderness. WouldnÕt it
be a good idea to keep track of what you are hearing there (Heb. 2:1) so that it will never
be lost? He will surely hand pick you for assignments which take you out of the Wilderness
into the Promised Land!

Many thanks are due to those who have patiently taught and guided us over the years:
Dr. Robert Picirilli, Dr. Stanley Outlaw, Pastor Adolfo Robleto, Bryan Moore (the engineer
behind GodSpeed), Pastor Joe Lambert, Rev. Bill Gothard, Pastor Woody Proffitt, Missionaries
Archie and Sarah Mayhew.

Many others could be mentioned who were patient with us while we "practiced" being
in the ministry, not to mention the many pastors and church members who trusted us to
deliver the pure Word of God in spite of our weaknesses.

Finally, we pray that you will open your spirit to diligently inquire of the Lord.  The
answers you have been seeking may be just a couple of verses away. May God add His
blessing as you seek to thoroughly understand His Word.

Your Fellow-Travelers,
The Gallaghers
Daniel 12:3





The Stop, Look, Listen approach to Bible study

The guide has been prepared to help families discover meaningful time in the Bible together. It
was not designed for seminary students, although some students may find this material helpful.
To quote from GoodrickÕs indispensable Do it Yourself: Hebrew and Greek,1

The mortality rate for those studying original Bible languages is horrendous! Students spend
enormous segments of time and energy memorizing vocabulary lists, declensions and conjugations,
only to forget them in a few years through lack of use.

Goodrick says that what is needed is a halfway house for those who are climbing the mountain.
This guide is intended to be a halfway house where climbers can find a place to collect their
thoughts and prepare themselves to go further up the mountain.

Here are some more important ideas from Goodrick:2

Too often the Bible [he means to some people] is nothing more than a repository of doctrinal
propositions supporting the already systematized theology of the student.

Goodrick goes on to say that a well-rounded approach to Scripture grows in an honest readerÕs
mind as his understanding of the Word grows. He urges us not to only use the Bible to proof-text
our favorite doctrines. This doesnÕt mean that the reader shouldnÕt have denominational distinctives.
The problem comes when we donÕt think the Bible has anything else to say to us.

1 Cor. 2:14 reveals that Scripture is validated by your spirit. You may have a gifted mind which
can research the original meaning but if the result fails to touch your spirit then you have not heard
from God (2 Cor. 3:6). When you were saved, God personally convinced you that His Word was
true. Is it possible He has more truth to teach you? Will He only teach it to those who read Hebrew
and Greek?

We have based our studies on comparisons of the Bible text to specific categories of knowledge
and wisdom. Learning to Òcompare spiritual things with spiritualÓ (1 Cor. 2:13) is the process of
learning to compare one thing with another in order to discover if it has any spiritual application.

Hebrews 5:13 chides us for not being skillful in the Word. It says that understanding doctrine is
just the beginning. We need to make a commitment to become intimately familiar with each book
of the Bible. This is a different concept from a Òread through the Bible in a yearÓ calendar. There
are great rewards waiting for anyone who will go through one book of the Bible, word by word
(even if it takes months) until they have mastered that book.

Luther was mocked one day for not being a great scholar of the original languages. Luther answered
this scorn by saying that there was truth in what his accuser said but that there was not one tree
in the entire Bible which he had not shaken to see what would fall from the branches.

May God give us all that kind of determination! It really is a question of whether or not we believe
that it is worthwhile to know this Book on such an intimate basis. Our assignment will have been
accomplished if you find the things the Lord has hidden specifically for you in the book of James.
We pray that the Lord will confirm those things you are about to discover in the mouth of two or
three witnesses (passages).*

*for more on confirming truth with Scripture, see rhema in the category list.

This guide focuses on leading you to discover daily manna rather than teaching
hermeneutics (the art of interpreting words). In any case, students of hermeneutics

will be able to use this material as a foundation for their work.



How much would it have meant to you if you had been
given a personal notebook of Bible wisdom by your parents
or grandparents? That may never have happened but hereÕs
your chance to make it happen for someone else.

This guide is a good way to get your family members
started in keeping a record of the spiritual lessons they are
learning.

It goes without saying that you (or someone you know)
will face at least one major crisis in life. Deut. 8:2 shows
us that this can happen to show us what is in our hearts.

You never know when someone is going to need to know
something you have learned. It makes sense to have a
place to put your notes so that you (or someone you love)
can find them when that crisis shows up.

.. .and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that
feared the LORD, and that thought
upon his name.

Malachi 3:16

Wisdom [is] good with an
inheritance.

Ecclesiastes 7:11

The world says that the Bible is not relevant. They donÕt
see any connection at all between the Bible and their
daily lives. Our job is to prove to ourselves first, and then
to others, that the Bible is accurate scientifically, historically,
medically, etc.

You can use this knowledge to prepare an answer for
people who are brought across your path. You will find
that you have something to say that makes sense and
causes people to take Christianity seriously.

Why another Bible study guide?

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready
always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

1 Peter 3:15

That  we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by
the comfort wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of God.

2 Corinthians 1:4

Éand he that watereth shall be
watered also himself.

Proverbs 11:25

Keeping a Record of the Journey



Master Category List

As you are reading, ask yourself, ÒAre there any inscriptions,
carvings, tablets or other evidence which provide background
for the facts in this book?Ó

Archaeology books are filled with discoveries which confirm the Bible and no discovery has ever
contradicted the Bible!

Archaeology

¥ You may want to research the so called ÒOssary of JamesÓ
-a burial box which was supposedly discovered in 2002.
The inscription on the box said, ÒJames, son of Joseph,
brother of Jesus.Ó This writing was found later to be a
forgery and the ÒdiscoveryÓ was proven to be a hoax.

This is a good example of why we need to be careful
when researching topics which claim to give us ÒnewÓ
light on the Bible.

¥ The foundations of ancient synagogues have been
uncovered in Israel. If you will research the objects found
in these synagogues, you will learn a lot from items such
as the ÒSeat of Moses.Ó

¥ Find out where the pinnacle of the Temple was. What
could you see from up there?

We have found it helpful to look for the following categories when attempting to understand any
passage of Scripture. The first group we call the Knowledge Categories. These are the kinds of
things that we all studied in school.  Keep in mind that the world has been taught that these
subjects can be used to disprove the Bible (see 1 Cor. 8:1).

Our goal is to prove the truth of these things for ourselves and to be ready to give an answer to
skeptics that these categories validate the Bible, regardless of what they have been taught!

We have inserted some of these icons into the Bible text to get you started. You may want to draw
some of your own in the margin in order to record an insight which we have overlooked.

Of course, there are other categories which could be listed, such as classic literature, biographies,
character qualities, commands, etc. -add your own to the list!

Knowledge Categories



Geography

For example...

List the cities, regions or geographic features of each book.
Take note of other Bible incidents which happened there. Look
up the meaning of each name.

These locations are very significant because of what happened
there. God continuously refers to locations in the Bible to
illustrate His message to men. In many cases, it is impossible
to understand a passage properly without knowing the geography
behind the story.

James wrote to the scattered tribes of Israel. Here are some
 of the major locations of the Jewish diaspora:

Asia Minor, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Spain, Syria

History To quote Goodrick again,

ÒBible study is not so much the examination of a text as it is an
examination of an historical event. The text you examine was
addressed to somebody for some reason at some particular
time and place.Ó

ÒThat very real place, with those real people, creating very real
history, must be understood before that book which contains
them can be understood as it ought to be.Ó

Alphonse de Lamartine said, ÒHistory is neither more nor less
than biography on a large scale.Ó

Can you find any history books available which can shed light
on the book of James?

For example...

Read Josephus3 to get the full story on the murder of James. Hegesippus
says that James lived according to a Nazarite vow, that he wore a linen
garment and was often found on his knees praying alone in the Temple.

The Christian historian Eusebius called James the ÒBulwark of the People.Ó



Make a note of every place where James refers to the Old Testament Law.
Notice how often he contrasts it with JesusÕ words of the New Covenant.
Do you know of any passages where Jesus compared the two?

And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and
rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And
all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou
put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear. Deut.
21:20-21

In older days, the laws of men have often been based on God's law.
GodÕs Law was given to show us what pleases God. The law is a tutor-
servant who walks with us and brings us to Christ by convicting us of
the things we have done which are offensive to God (Gal. 3:24). Jesus
said He came to fulfill the Law (Mat. 5:17).

There are documented cases of people who were harassed by suicidal
thoughts because they had violated a Law which required the death
penalty and did not obtain a covering for that offense through the
blood of Jesus.

Law

For example...

Medical
For example...

The Bible is filled with wisdom on how to avoid disease.

Scientists didnÕt discover it until 19614 but God revealed to Moses that
a babyÕs blood doesnÕt clot properly until it is eight days old.

 Leviticus 12:3

Make a note of passages which describe a sickness unto death (John 11:4),
a sickness of chastisement (1 Cor. 11:30) and a sickness to the glory of God
(John 9:3).

Which one do you think James may be referring to in Chapter 5?

I will put none of these
diseases upon thee, which I
have brought upon the
Egyptians: for I [am] the
LORD that healeth thee.

Exodus 15:2



Music

For example...

The evil spirits did not appreciate DavidÕs harp music and the
Accuser will likewise leave when you have melodious music
in your home.

The Bible is full of music! Keep an eye out for passages which
have been used as lyrics in Christian hymns.

Science

For example...

Be alert to passages which supposedly ÒproveÓ that the Bible
is scientifically inadequate. The Bible can hold its own and
has never been proven to contain any scientifically invalid
passages.

What about CainÕs wife? Rabbits chewing their cud? Millions of years needed to
prove evolution? Genetic mutation? etc. etc. etc.

The answers are in the Bible, and are also addressed in the Stop, Look, Listen Bible
series. Keep reading! As you do your homework, unbelievers will be able to tell
that you have carefully researched and validated your answers.

Can you think of any examples from the world of science which teach us the kind
of patience spoken of in the book of James?

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

believed on in the world, received up into glory. 1 Tim. 3:16

This passage is traditionally thought of as a hymn sung by the early
church. Paul quoted it with the confidence that his readers would
recognize it.

Compare James 5:13 to other passages which tell us to
encourage each other with melodious music. See Eph. 5:19
and Col.3:16.



Apologetics
Apologetics is the science of refuting those who claim that
the Bible is full of errors.

Over thousands of years (and who knows how may scribes
and copyists) some scribal errors have been found in various
manuscripts.

However, there are no scribal errors which affect the doctrines
of the Bible. When the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in
1948, the 2000 year old scroll of Isaiah validated the
accuracy of our previous copies of Isaiah.

¥ James 4:5 appears to be quoting a non-existent Old Testament reference. Check out
the possibilities for yourself so that you are ready to give an answer on this apparent
discrepancy.

¥ James 5:3 seems to be saying that gold can rust until you check the original language.

¥ James 5:17 seems to have added six months to the story of ElijahÕs drought until you
acquaint yourself with Hebrew idioms.

Wisdom Categories

For example...

Most scribal errors in the Bible are corrected by sister passages, others are
explained by cultural, scientific, grammatical or historical investigation so we
arenÕt left wondering what the answer is.

There are plenty of so-called ÒexpertsÓ who use these scribal errors to tear
down the doctrine of the inerrancy of the Scriptures. DonÕt make yourself look
like a fool by trying to defend a textual variant.

This second group we call the Wisdom categories. These are the kinds of things we need to build
up our spirits rather than our minds (see 1 Cor. 2:14).



Blessings The Bible makes a point of showing the effects of a fatherÕs blessing
(or lack thereof) on his childrenÕs lives. Be careful to take notice of
GodÕs blessings and how to obtain them.5

Make a note of how blessings were given in Bible families. Pray
the words of an appropriate verse of Scripture over each family
member as you close your family Bible time.

Pray that these words will become real in their lives.

ÒI wish above all things that Johnny/Susie may prosper and be in
health, even as his/her soul prospers. Ò 3 John 1:2

Cross-References

Always ask yourself, ÒHas this concept been alluded to or illustrated
elsewhere in the Bible?Ó You will notice that babies and geniuses
learn by comparing one thing to another. Graduate students are
given the Miller Analogies Test to measure their ability to match
something they have learned with something they are unfamiliar
with.

Sometimes you will need to go bed thinking on this and may find
it coming back to your thoughts all day long. If you persevere (Prov.
2:1-5) the answer will come. This is one of the most rewarding
experiences you can have in your Bible study.

2 Peter 1:20 tells us that no Scripture is of its own interpretation.
Peter was telling us that if we see some meaning in a passage then
we should confirm that truth with the witness of other Scriptures.

We would be wise to examine every word in Scripture so that we
Òrightly divideÓ what we are reading (2 Tim. 2:15).

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched [examined] the scriptures daily, whether
those things were so. Acts 17:11

Search [examine] the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they
are they which testify of me. John 5:39

Track down any blessings which are mentioned in the book of James.
What does James say will happen when we bless God but fail to bless
others as Jesus commanded us? Mat. 5:44



DoctrineWe base sound doctrine on the Words of Christ. When sound
doctrine is taught people give their lives to Christ.  When the
commandments of men are taught in place of doctrine, Christians
and non-Christians alike are confused.

Here are some of the major doctrines of the Christian faith:

¥ Mankind was created in GodÕs image.
¥ AdamÕs sin brought depravity on mankind
¥ Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
¥ Jesus was born of a virgin.
¥ JesusÕ death paid the penalty for our sins.
¥ Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
¥ Jesus is coming again to receive His own.
¥ The Bible is the inerrant Word of God.
¥ God is three persons in one Being.

How many of these does the book of James refer to?

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, [even] the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words,
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings.

1 Timothy 6:3-4

ABC

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 2 Tim. 4:3

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or
whether I speak of myself. John 7:17

But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Mat. 15:9



Jesus

Christ is also found throughout the Bible as the Rock, the Spring of Living Water, the Word, the
Manna, the Brazen Serpent, the Red Heifer, the Scapegoat and dozens of other examples.

There are also several people who are called types of Christ. This is because their lives contained
some aspect of the life of Christ. Joseph is a type of Christ. Also, look for ÒChristophaniesÓ which
are appearances of Jesus in the Old Testament.

We use this category to track any reference to Jesus, including
passages which remind us of His sayings. Jesus is referred to as the
Word (John 1:1) and He can be found throughout the Scriptures.

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. Luke 24:27

GodÕs NameThe name of God used in a given passage is one of  the keys to
understanding it. You will grasp the emphasis as you begin to visualize
why one particular name is used over another. The same is true when
you study passages where God changes a personÕs name and contrasts
it with their old name.

The Names of God6

Jehovah-Jireh: God who provides

Jehovah-MÕKaddesh: God who sanctifies

Jehovah-Nissi: God is my Banner

Jehovah-Rohi: God my Shepherd

Jehovah-Rophe: God of Healing

Jehovah-Shalom: God of Peace

Jehovah-Shammah: God who is always there

Jehovah-Tsidkenu: God of Righteousness

Adonai: Lord

Christ: Annointed One

Many other titles could be added: Ancient of Days, Prince of Peace, Lion of Judah, etc. Look for
an unusual title found in James chapter 5.

Notice the words James uses to describe Jesus. How many times does he call Him
Lord? What does Lord mean? Did you discover the passage which James called JesusÕ
Royal Law?



For example

Promises

Promises always have two sides: Òif you do this, I will do that.Ó What happens if we don't
keep our promises, does God still keep His? To God, a promise is a promise, is a promise!

Look for "covenants" in the Bible. Many Bible scholars have devoted
their lives to tracing God's dealings with His people to covenants
that were made. ÒI do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for
a token of a covenant between me and the earth.Ó Genesis 9:13

Look for passages in the book of James where
God says He will do something. ThatÕs a promise!

Prayer

There is no better way to learn how to pray than to study the prayers
of the Bible! A careful study of the prayers in the Bible will show you
that the answer to a prayer is directly related to the words used in
the prayer. This is why Jesus taught us specifically how to pray.

Make a note of any prayers you find in the book of James. Since
James was known as a man of prayer, there are plenty of insights on
the power of prayer in this letter.

¥ Look for practical tips which James gives us on how to pray and how not to pray.

¥ God wants us to pray specifically. James 4:2-3

¥ What is the prayer of faith in James 5:15? Compare this with Rom. 14:23 and Psa. 66:18.

Find of examples of prayers which ask God to meet physical needs.

List some prayers asking for protection.

How did Bible characters ask God to change His mind?

How did they ask for GodÕs favor?

Did God answer the prayer?




